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Abstract. The aim of the research paper is to suggest the proposals on improving approaches 
to the formation of special competencies of law students for their preparedness to legal support 
of economic activity. The article focuses on the shortcomings of the legal education system, 
which lay in the lack of applied skills of the graduate students, as well as their insufficient 
ability to apply theoretical knowledge, which they acquired, in practice. One of the reasons for 
this state of training of future lawyers is the predominance of traditional forms of teaching 
specialized legal disciplines. The study concluded that the list of special competencies 
contained in The Standard of higher education of Ukraine on specialty «Law» was not 
sufficiently specific, because it does not focus on the competencies, directed specifically to work 
in economic field. Based on the analysis of the specialties of legal practice in economic field, a 
basic list of such special competencies is proposed. One of the ways of forming special 
competencies of law students using the method of analysis of video recording of the broadcast 
of trial proceedings on the example of the academic discipline «Economic Procedural Law» is 
illustrated in the paper. 
Keywords: economic field, law students, legal education system, special competencies. 
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Summary 
 

The article focuses on the shortcomings of the legal education system, which lay in the 
lack of applied skills of the graduate students, as well as their insufficient ability to apply 
theoretical knowledge, which they acquired, in practice. One of the reasons for this state of 
training of future lawyers is the predominance of traditional forms of teaching specialized legal 
disciplines. 

The aim of the research paper is to suggest the proposals on improving approaches to the 
formation of special competencies of law students for their preparedness to legal support of 
economic activity. 

The integral, general and special competencies provided for The Standard of higher 
education of Ukraine on specialty “Law” were analyzed in the paper. The study concluded that 
the list of special competencies contained in this Standard was not sufficiently specific, because 
it does not focus on the competencies, directed specifically to work in economic field in spite 
of the considerable need for such knowledge and skills that demonstrated by the employers. 

Based on the analysis of the specialties of legal practice in economic field, a basic list of 
such special competencies is proposed. 

Two ways of forming the special competencies of law students, which give positive 
results according to the student’s survey questionnaire, are proposed for discussion. 

The first of them is the use of the modeling method aimed at acquiring such special 
competencies: ability to develop draft basic legal documents, which are used in the process of 
organizing and conducting business activities, ability to conduct legal examination of 
documents on issues of activity of business entities. The second way - using the method of 
analysis of video recording of the broadcast of trial proceedings allows student to form the 
ability to represent interests of the business entity in the courts. 

Other methods can be used to form special competencies necessary for law graduate to 
work in economic field, such as the case-method and problem-based learning method and 
others. 

The paper is based on the analysis and generalization of teaching experience at the Law 
Faculty of Vasyl’ Stus Donetsk National University, data of analytical reports on employers' 
views on graduates of law higher educational institutions, as well as the results of the interview 
of graduates of the Law Faculty. 
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